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It was my first day at Pendle 

Hill. I glanced out my win-

dow to see a strange sight -  a 

robin alighted on the snow 

clad branch. And then an-

other, and another! A whole 

flock, and in winter! A sign, I 

thought, of the spring time of 

the soul to which this idyllic 

Quaker community is dedi-

cated. 

Nestling amidst woodlands  

and a riverside walk leading 

to Swarthmore College near  

Philadelphia, Pendle Hill 

welcomes pilgrims of every 

stripe: all faiths and no faith.   

There were only a few clergy. 

The Quaker practice of equal-

ity means that they do not 

ordain.  

We began each day with wor-

ship, Quaker style: sitting in 

silence, speaking only as 

prompted by the Divine, re-

specting and treasuring each 

spoken word.  

The Quaker movement 

began as a quest for au-

thentic experience of 

Holy Spirit, as at Pente-

cost, when the Holy 

Spirit united diverse peo-

ple, and in the power of 

the Spirit they lived and 

taught Godôs ñotherò 

way.  Quakers are well 

known for going against the 

stream: active in pacifism, 

anti-slavery and prison re-

form. Pendle Hill  is dedi-

cated to non-violent living. 

On one occasion we were 

asked to share our most in-

spiring spiritual experience .  

To my surprise, one woman  

claimed it had been a busi-

ness meeting! She said, ñThe 

meeting was fractured and 

divided, but the clerk led us 

into silent listening. We each 

spoke only what we heard 

from within, and miracu-

lously we reached consensus.  

I was blown away. Iôve been 

a convicted Quaker ever 

since!ò 

When we make room for the 

Spirit, like robins, we become 

harbingers of Godôs spring 

time, offering to the world a 

different way: hope, harmony 

and new life. 

Rev Linda Levin 

A Community That Lives 

Pentecost!  

May  2010 

Thank You, Runnymede!  

It has been a precious gift 

to be able to take time 

aside for personal reflec-

tion. Thank you, Runny-

mede,  for allowing me 

this experience! I would 

thoroughly recommend 

Pendle Hill for anyone 

looking for an opportunity 

to reflect and grow.  Go 

for a few weeks, months 

or even a year! You get a 

lovely little room to your-

self, participate in all the 

community activities 

from worship to basic 

work (I sorted items for 

recycling, prepared art 

material, organized li-

brary books and cleaned 

up after dinner!) and 

meet some extraordinary 

people!  

Check it out at 

www.pendlehill.org  

Rev Linda Levin  



Moira Brown from Huntley Street 

was our speaker once again. She 

dressed in regal fashion while using 

biblical references and personal sto-

ries to challenge and en-

courage us to overcome our 

shortcomings and rise to 

the kind of life that Jesus 

wants for all of us. Her 

talks were combined with 

worship, led by Josie 

Mazzilli and Linda Perez, prayer 

and small group time. The Rev. Dr. 

Lillian Perigoe concluded our day 

with a communion liturgy and we 

went back into the world 

refreshed and invigo-

rated with clear chal-

lenges, reflections and 

ideas. 

For Such a Time As This ð Rising to 

a Royal Calling  

Forty women gathered on Saturday, 

February 6 for our fifth annual 

Faith Lift  day of fellowship, fun and 

spiritual renewal. Ruth Caspell and 

Laura Wood welcomed us with 

freshly baked cinnamon buns. They 

fed our souls, as well as our bodies, 

with their special presentation and 

preparation of nourishing food.  

One of my favourite hymns in Voices 

United is #373: ôAs Comes the Breath 

of Springõ. When I was ministering in 

a small congregation north of the 

GTA, I chose it for a service in early 

May and awoke to find 

snow piled up everywhere 

that Sunday morning. 

After that I selected it 

with trepidation, but the 

long-range forecast, as I 

write this, suggests that 

we will sing it safely on 

May 2.  

One line in the hymn, 

which praises God for 

being present to us 

through the Spirit, goes this way: ôYou 

come é to impart life with an ampler 

air.õ As we move towards summer, 

may we hold in our hearts that de-

scription of God giving us ôlife with an 

ampler airõ. Let it be a source of 

hope. Even in times of despair, the 

hymn affirms, Godõs presence offers 

life. Let us be thankful. 

I want to thank all of you for the sup-

port and care you have offered me 

during the time since I joined you at 

Runnymede, last September. I have 

felt your helpful presence in so many 

ways: Life with an ampler air, indeed. 

Rev Lillian Perigoe   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us at our monthly meet-

ings for the women of the church ñ

all ages and stages. Come for 

friendship and fun. Contact Pat 

Ainslie for more information   (416 -

766-2645, pvjainslie@hotmail.com).  

 

 

Fall  Meeting Dates  

September 22 

October 20 

November 17  

December 8 

  

Faith Lift V ð Annual Womenõs Day 

Womenõs Fellowship Group Fall 2010 
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We continue to have tons of fun in 

Youth Group!  We meet every Sun-

day morning for Sundayõs Cool, but 

also have social events, service pro-

jects and art workshops.  Once it is 

painted and redecorated, the youth 

will be using the former banner 

room for Sundayõs Cool and other 

events.    

In February, we went Glow in the 

Dark mini -golfing, which was great!  

19 youth and their families at-

tended this event.   

The art workshops have been very 

popular.  In February, we learned 

how to carve soapstone, and in 

April, we silkscreened 85 T -shirts 

for the children and youth.  

The youth have also been involved 

in leadership at the church.  Six 

youth helped serve communion on 

Lent 1, after spending time learning 

about the importance and signifi-

cance of this sacrament.  They 

wrote the liturgy and led the April 

11th  Worship service.  The youth 

also led the children as they ven-

tured out for an Earth Day cleanup 

around the neighbourhood.  

Our big fundraising project is un-

derway.  For every $100 raised for 

the Kenya trip, the RUC washroom 

project and the Youth Fund, I will 

be cutting off 1cm of my hair 

(maximum 30cm).  The hair will be 

donated to Wigs for Kids, which 

provides wigs for children with 

medical hair loss.  The youth who 

collects the most money gets to cut 

off my hair during Worship on May 

16th ! 

 

Anyone in Grades 6 -8 is welcome to 

attend youth group events.  For 

more information, please contact 

Louise Granahan at Runnymedey-

outh@gmail.com 

 

If you would like to help us raise 

money for Autism Research you 

may do so by going on line to 

the team name or you can 

see Bill or Annette after the 

service on Sunday May 30 th  

2010. 
 

Any Donations Of $20.00 or more 

will receive a Tax Receipt.  

On June 20 th  2010 Mathew LeClair

-Mosher along with Bill Mosher 

(Father), Annette Frigault, Chris-

tine LeClair  (Mother ) will be walk-

ing in the 6 th  Annual Walk for Au-

tism Research. We have formed a 

team and Our Team name is: Team 

Mathew LM  and is registered  at 

www.walknowforautism.org/ontario   

Please provide full mailing address. 

Receipts can be emailed to you if you 

provide your e -mail address.  
Thank you for your support.  

Annette Frigault  

Team Captain  

Youth Group Retreat  

Youth Group News!  

Team Mathew LM Walks Again !  

reading and practiced our parts for 

the service.  

We also did a lot 

of fun things like 

playing donut war 

and Q-tip war, 

going on hikes, 

having a night-

time scavenger 

hunt, building 

campfires, eating hundreds of 

Sõmores and doing leather crafts. 

We had a great time and also 

brought home a lot of funny pic-

tures (courtesy of Louise).  Thanks 

so much Louise, Donna -Jean, and 

everyone who helped to put the re-

treat together.  

Mairead Stewart  

On the March 26 -28th  weekend, af-

ter doing several fundraising pro-

jects, the Youth Group 

went to Crieff Hills Re-

treat Centre in Guelph.  

One of the things we did 

on the retreat was to plan 

the Sunday worship ser-

vice for April 11 th .  We 

wrote the prayers, 

dramatized the Gospel 
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how planning had gone. The week was 

about to start, and I was going to miss it. 
 

Welcomed back into the 

fold immediately, I was 

teamed up with a com-

panion. Both of us had 

concern about the time 

commitment of meeting every day. So 

how do you explain that although my 

taxes werenõt really complete, some 

unplanned work came in, and a surprise 

guest visited from out of town, today I 

am lamenting that I donõt have a carefully 

chosen bible passage to reflect on over a 

date with my prayer partner? Hereõs 

my thought: God makes space for 

himself in our lives . Like the healed 

beggar (Acts 3: 1-10), we need only to 

take his word and trust that those legs 

will not only hold us up, but also spring 

us into the air should we feel like jump-

ing for joy.                  Jocelain Hitchcox 

As a kitchen planner at IKEA, I know the 

challenge of fitting lots of òstuffó into 

tight spaces, and at warp speed. It took 

me about 30 seconds to excuse myself 

when Linda gently asked for help with 

the Week of Guided Prayer this year. 

Fresh from her sabbatical, she had con-

sulted last yearõs list of volunteers enthu-

siastically offering to help ònext yearó.  

Fast forward 4 weeks, and I found myself 

done with taxes early and wondering 

Five Oaks Centre provides programs for 

individuals Five Oaks Centre provides 

programs for individuals of all ages, fami-

lies, youth groups and congregations, to 

deepen their spirituality, broaden their 

knowledge of the Christian story in terms 

ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ 

ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 

¶ Days Away - June 2, July 7, Aug. 4, 
Sept. 1, Oct. 6 

Centering on the Solstice with Labyrinth 
& Mandala (Spiritual Practices Series) - 
June 21 

Labyrinth Retreat: Finding Our Way - July 
23-25 

Writers in Residence - Aug 9-13Woman's 
Wisdom - Aug 11-13 

Licensed Lay Worship 
Leaders - Oct 8-10 

Guided Silent Retreat - Oct 20-22 

God & Jesus in Prayer & Parable - Oct 22-
24 

Breakthroughs: Moving Congregations 
Beyond Impasses to Vitality & Change - 
Oct 25-27 

Finding Jesus in the Basement: Experien-
tial Learning for Church School Teachers 

- Oct 27 

Expressive Arts Retreat: The Season of 
Change - Oct 29-30 

The Centre hosts a great variety of 

church and community groups and we 

are also pleased to host personal and 

group retreats. 

Visit our website for more information 

and on-line registration: 

www.fiveoaks.on.ca 

Five Oaks Centre 

R.R.3, Paris, ON  N3L 3E3 

celebrate their 85th birthday 

with a special anniversary ser-

vice and lunch. The service will 

include a brief romp through the 

history of the UCC, with photos 

and stories from our past, along 

with a reflection on this point in 

our congregations and denomi-

nationôs history. We will also 

Did you know that the United 

Church and Runnymede were 

both born on the same date? Do 

you know what impact the 

United Church of Canada has 

had on its members, our nation 

and the world? On Sunday, June 

6th, both Runnymede United and 

the United Church of Canada 

welcome the Etobicoke School 

of the Arts Chamber Choir as 

special musical guests, who will 

join our Chancel Choir to form a 

choir of over 50 singers! Make 

sure to mark the date and come 

and join the party! 

 
 

IS THERE ROOM FOR GOD IN A BUSY LIFE?  

Five Oaks  

 ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ /ŜƴǘǊŜΧΧΧΧΧΦa sacred place 

Happy Anniversary!  
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On the affordable housing 

front:  
 

Habitat for Humanity if forging ahead at 

1500 Weston Road with their new build.  

A blitz is being planned for September 

where our lunch-making skills will probably 

be required. 

 
 

Phoenix Place - Parkdale United Church 

has completed Phase 2 retrofit of the 

tower (geothermal heating, double glazed 

windows, solar panels for hot water).  

Phase 3 now begins - 11 new apartments - 

a costly venture requiring funds.  Informa-

tion leaflets downstairs on the welcome 

table. 

 
 

YWCAõs  Elm Centre is rising.  Con-

struction is now 25% complete.  Itõs pro-

viding 300 new homes for women.  In-

formation re donations at 416-961-8100 

or cthompson@ywcatoronto.org   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE FROM THE ACTS  

GROUP  
The òshrinking our footprintó focus con-

tinues with weekly suggestions in the 

Sunday bulletin.  Also available are many 

leaflets on various environmental sub-

jects and posted articles on initiatives 

taken be individual citizens. Around the 

church: 

¶ empty pop cans go to Habitat who use 

the revenue for their programs.  

Thanks to caretaker Frank for gather-

ing them up 
 

¶ used cartridges go to ôõThink Foodõô  - 

a recycling program to benefit the 

Food Bank.  Last fallõs collection netted 

24 meals and the winter delivery pro-

vided 26 meals.  Keep them coming! 

lowing on the success of the 2007 trip, 

the board gave their blessing to providing 

the opportunity to a new group of young 

people who will immerse themselves in 

the life and work of our partner groups 

in the east African nation. The last trip 

included the building of a classroom and 

assisting a local youth group in their 

community work, and this yearõs group 

Runnymede Youth Outreach is back in 

action as a new group of young people 

start the preparations to travel to Kenya 

in the summer of 2011. Along with lead-

ers David Ambrose, Andrea Grant and 

Sue Stenton, this group will be gearing up 

this fall with fun activities, fundraisers 

and educational events to prepare them-

selves for this journey of a lifetime. Fol-

looks forward to similar challenges and 

opportunities. Any youth interested in 

joining should contact David Ambrose at 

djambrose@sympatico.ca.  

 THE ACTS  GROUP KEEPS WORKING  

Kenya Bound!  

amount of òstuffó that goes into 

landfills. The items are free and it 

is free to join. Sign up for the daily 

digest of items being offered and 

requested. 

Toronto Freecycle:         

www.groups.yahoo.com/group/

FreecycleTO 

 

Etobicoke Freecycle:     

www.groups.yahoo.com/group/

Freetobicoke    

More information and list of groups 

at www.freecycle.org   

One personõs trash is another per-

sonõs treasure! 

 

 

Want a vacuum cleaner, some peren-

nials for the garden or a red mop 

wig? Want to get rid of a kitchen ta-

ble, a box of candles or some toys?  

Join the FREECYCLE MOVE-

MENT  and òchange the world one 

gift at a timeó. Freecycle started in 

2003 and now over 7 million people 

in 4700 groups worldwide give and 

get òstuffó for free, reducing the 
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towards ending the 

child sex trade in 

Cambodia.  

Tickets cost $15 and 

are available from 

Cathy Brown  in the 

morning, Joy Sumyi 

Lee in the evening, 

or by contacting the 

church office.  

 

 

Please come to 

our coffeehouse 

and òparty with a 

purpose!ó 

You are invited to an evening of 

music, food and friendship.  

Join in Memorial Hall; enjoy the 

musical repertoire provided by our 

church family and friends; nibble on 

delicacies sweet and savoury avail-

able at reasonable prices; sip  Fair 

Trade coffee or tea (included in 

ticket price), and help support the 

Ratanak Foundation in its work 

On Sunday, April 18 th , the children 

and youth of Runnymede United 

Church set out to clean up the 

neighbourhood that surrounds the 

property, and the property itself. 

With Earth week 

approaching quickly, 

we knew we had to 

help our planet. So, 

we left our beloved 

RUC behind.  

Equipped with our 

gloves and garbage 

bags, we covered lots 

of ground. I person-

ally was with the 

Grade 1 & 2õs, and 

although we stopped 

to play at Beresford Park, we filled 

many garbage bags. Wearing our 

specialized shirts silk screened by 

some of the youth group, we 

brought back many bags of garbage 

and we felt as if we had accom-

plished a job that God had set us 

out to do.  

I felt, while cleaning up the 

neighbourhood, that God put us 

humans on Earth to look after 

Godõs creation. After cleaning 

up, it gave us a feeling of com-

pletion because we were helping 

our one and only planet. Thank 

you to all the volunteers and 

parents that came out, and I 

hope we will be able to do the 

same thing next year!  

By Erin Estey  

We also need ushers/greeters, people 

to read scripture, people to drive 

seniors to and from the Grenadier, 

people to be coffee hosts, people to 

train for the sound system.  

Please join the roster of  volunteers 

so these essential roles are not  de-

serted.  

Lynn will be away July 25 to Aug 

22. We would like to have 4 people 

who could spend one week each,

(mornings only) in the office to an-

swer phones and take messages.  If 

a full week is too much, a day or 2 is 

wonderful!  

 

A perfect opportunity for senior 

youth volunteer hours!  

Contact Lynn:   

office@runnymedeunited.org or 416 -

767-6729 to indicate where you 

would like to help.  Thank you.  

Coffeehouse for Children of Cambodia  

Friday, June 4  7:30 ñ9:30  

Earth Week Clean -up  

OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED:  
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