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. Mary,

oPonderingo

In the still of the night, a
baby cries, swaddled in
rough cloth, nuzzled per-
haps by a goat, startled to
discover that a little hu-
man creature has taken
over his feeding trough!

Ragged shepherds gaze
with awe, whispering how
they have seen and heard
angels(!) on the hills of
Bethlehem, telling of a
child, who is the Messiah.

They bring no gifts, just

a message of joy and
hope. Mary,
dreasured these words,
and pondered them in her
heart ¢.

we

Our gift giving and shar-

ing delicious food with

family and friends can

certainly bring us joy.

However, unless we, like
oponder 6

A TI1 me

Pendlehill Quaker Centre

in Pennsylvania offers
sabbatical retreats for

clergy. In January 2010, |
shall be attending a three
week intensive program,
OFaithful Tran
where | will have an op-
portunity to examine

November 2009

Chri st

ing of Chris
could miss a deeper joy.

Pondering is a heavy,
slow activity. It takes
time. Time apart from
the rush of life.

To ponder is not so much
a head activity, where
we seek to grasp the
truth, as it is a heart
activity where we allow
the truth to grasp us.

In this season, when the
veil between heaven and
earth becomes thinner,
we sense the Spirit of
Christ drawing near,
seeking to work in us
those gentle changes that
may mark us as followers
of Jesus; seeking to grow
in us patience, humility,
kindness, grace. If we
ponder Godds w
hearts, we will be amazed

at what God will do in us!

To assist us, Devotionals
by Henri Nouwen are
available in the church
welcoming area. Let us
dgponder anew what the

Al mighty can do! 6

Rev Linda Levin

of oPonderingo

Godds | eadi ngs service.

as | near retirement.
Thank you, Runnymede,

for allowing me to take
this time apart to
oponder 6
be doing in my life.

This will mark the start
of a THREE MONTH
SABBATICAL, which the
United Church encour-
ages ministers to take
after every five years of

what God

Rev Linda Levin
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Confronting a Great Evil

Abridged article by Tom Axworthy, published in Toronto Star, Saturday,

Oct 31

What can an individual do when
faced by a great evil organized on a
global scale? This is the essential
guestion posed by Joy Sumyi Lee in
a recent report for the Center for

the Study of Democracy on child sex
trafficking in Cambodia.

Joy Sumyi Lee volunteered to join a
Cambodian mission organized by
the Rata_nak Founda- Wf .
tion and its founder,

Brian McConaghy, a

former RCMP forensic
scientist. Ratanak
sponsors rehabilita-
tion facilities in Cam-
bodia, training for
victims of trafficking

and foster care for girls and boys it
helps rescue from brothels. Rahab's
House in Svay Pak, a rural slum
outside of Phnom Penh the capital

of Cambodia, is in the words of Lee
"a light in a very dark place." Brian
McConaghy describes Svay Pak as a
"dangerous and hostile criminal
business community. It's commodity

- the children." Rahab's House was
once a notorious
brothel. A year ago it

= was renovated by vol-

! unteers from a church

% in Vancouver to be-
come a place where the
community finds medi-
cal care and where
children go for safety.

One small pink "cell" with finger

prints still on the walls has been

kept as a memorial for a little girl
who was raped to death there.

The Canadian team also worked at
Daughters Cambodia, a transition
life skill center. Young women leave
the brothels during their off hours
and learn skills such as hair dress-
ing. Lee led a dance class that
brought some joy into blighted lives.
Bob Marley song "No woman, no
cry" was the special dance at the
end of the day with the children and
teachers laughing and holding
hands for a brief time before the
girls would have to return to their
sad duties.

Sta“St'CS a human face (Toronto Star article continued)

Trafficking is now the third largest
grossing center of organized crime
after drugs and arms, women and
children make up 88% of all victims,
800,000 people are trafficked across
borders annually with a third of
those victims from South East

Asia..

Yet, one can not grasp what the
statistics mean until you read a

first hand report like Sumyi Lee's.
Heartbreaking because she de-
scribes a five year old girl "whose
happy innocence
is so beautiful”
living in a gar-
bage field, or an
eleven year

old accepted
into foster care,
but with her par-

ents resisting because she is too
valuable a commodity. Hopeful be-
cause in the midst of poverty and
depravity Canadian
and Cambodian volun-
teers could still make

Women and children make UpEEN SRR Ry
88% of all victims; 800,000 arg

trafficked annually...

What can we d07 (Toronto Star article continued)

What can we do as a na-
tion, or as an individual?"
asks Lee, "will there be
redemption for all this in-
justice?" Personal witness,
as she has done, is one an-
swer. Supporting organiza-
tions like the Ratanak
Foundation is another. But there is

something we can do as a
nation too.

In 2010, Canada will host
the G8 summit in Mus-
koka. Hosts of such sum-
mits have the ability to put
issues on the agenda.
Prime Minister Harper

should use this opportunity to place
human trafficking first and fore-
most on the 2010 agenda.

Thomas S. Axworthy is chair of the
Center for the Study of Democracy at
Queens University

The reports of Joy Sumyi Lee can be found
at www.gueensu.ca/csd/



http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=qj658bdab.0.vrwabcdab.4wzeuwcab.218&ts=S0424&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.queensu.ca%2Fcsd%2F

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1

PAGE3

OA LI VI

60 ancient |l ove,
the ageséd (VU #
favourite Advent hymns, in part
because it offers a memorable and
compl ex
Its words ring true, as | reflect on
coming to know something of how
you at Runnymede seek to live out
that love, which is tender and
boundless, homeless and hopeful.
Soon, we will be in that
period of waiting called
Advent, when worship

focuses on hope and i
peace, joy and love, and
many activities prepare
the way for the radiant
light of Christmas.

p
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7
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ng

As | reflect on my experience so far
of Runnymede
struck by a wonderfully eclectic
group of committed, faithful people,
who reach out to others with pas-
sion, respect and care. | see a con-
gregation which seeks to grow in
their commitment to God and their
understanding of their faith, a con-
gregation with a passion for justice
and for creation, one
that is not afraid to
i struggle with challeng-
||" | ing issues, global and
local. | see, too, a con-
‘ ‘ gregation with a won-
LA derful music ministry,
an enthusiasm for car-
ing, and a strong dedi-

Uni tedodl

Loveod

cation to children and youth: a truly
iving | ovebd. May
tinue to be born in our hearts this
Advent, borne in all that we do.

Lillian Perigoe

Action on Human Trafficking

NOW is the time to act . The G8
meets here in Canada in June 2010.
As host Prime Minister, Stephen
Harper has the ability to put issues
on the agenda. Prime Minister
Chretien, for example, used his
chairmanship at the Kananaskis
summit in 2002 to focus the world
leaders on African poverty.

We can ask Prime Minister Harper

to put human trafficking on the G8
agenda. Send a letter or call
Stephen Harper.

Phone: 613-998-
2297 e-mail

Qm@gm.gc.ca

Office of the Prime
Minister, 80 Wel-
lington St. Ottawa,
K1A 0A2

2010

Write a similar letter to the Hon-
ourable Lawrence Cannon, Minister
of Foreign Affairs, House of Com-
mons, Ottawa, ON
K1A 0A6

As host Prime Minister,

Tel: (613) 992-5516

pEUSTREUNJEWENIEINEN)  Canon.L @parl.gc.ca

the agenda of G8 summit,

Sample Letter to Harper

Dear Prime Minister Harper,

| am deeply concerned at the plight
of the 800,000 vulnerable women
and innocent children who are traf-
ficked annually across borders to be
brutalised, abused and ex-

ploited. This is a global issue of
immense proportions, affecting more

individuals than the 19th century
slave trade, and it requires action
from every government.

You are in a unique position this
year to offer world leadership on
this issue. As Chair of the upcoming
G8 summit in June 2010, you are
able to place items on the G8

Add your own comments and thoughts

agenda. | urge you to place human
trafficking at the forefront of the de-
liberations for the 2010 G8.

Thank you for your serious considera-
tion of this matter.

Yours sincerely,

God


mailto:pm@pm.gc.ca
mailto:Cannon.L@parl.gc.ca
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Kenyan AIDS Orphans Fund

Give the Gift of Hope - an
Alternative Gift Giving Project

Through Andrew and Leonora
Obara we are able to support and
educate 10 AIDS orphans, whom
they have adopted into their loving
home, (in addition to their own five
children). Leonora works as a social
worker with WOFAK (Women
Fighting AIDS in Kenya).

By supporting this project
of OAlternati
Gi ft Givingé,
ing to feed AIDS orphans
through WOFAK, and to
keep the doors of hope

| g

open for the 15 Obara children. Orphans Funddé. You| wil
_ lovely appreciation card, designed
$20 feed§ a child for a month; ~ $ 30 _ by the Obaras. You may write in the
pl’OV-IdES one t_ermoscard,
for a child; $45 enables the chil-
0 & . Inh f birthday/
dren to travel to school by bus ; $60 (De_are n Om?uro yo‘,” rhaay
. . 5 anniversary/ special occasion/ Merry
supplies a childds Christmas, ... I've (we've) given a donation
aterm; $200 pays one to the Kenyan AIDS Orphans Fund. The
childbdés school gift will helpto pay for food, a home and
term; $300p ay s a mo rschool fees for children whose parents have
for th ire famil died of AIDS. The children have many
rent for the entire family losses, and this gift will help them to know
x s . .
) J Make out your cheque to that people care about them, and will gllve
E . . them hope for their future
“#o0Runnymede Unit
wChurché. Mar k i

1

WHITE GIFT SUNDAY

fi Sunday , December 6

Make Christmas Possible

Traditionally this is a Sunday for
giving gifts to those whom we do
not know personally. Please bring
in any of the following:

goods for thrift table: (scarves,
mitts, toques, socks)

0 S h o e bpacked with goodies for

a child, to be distributed through

Food Bank : unopened canned or
boxed goods, especially fish, meat, t
powdered milk, beans, peanut but-

Davenport Perth Community Cen-

re.

Ex Offender Back Packs . Choose
an item from the basket in the wel-
coming area to fill a back pack for a
man when he leaves jail. To be dis-
tributed

Keele Street Correctional Cen-

through o0Br i«

L . . . tre: Gently used niieal s c |
ter, juices and soups. Sq':ti ;Orggl'geer;gm?:;:c:gl'gi . types and all sizes. (please mark
Community Meal : a donation to an envelope marked pdonation oKeele St.06 |
the o0Outreach Fundé, or Knitted from Community Meal.)

More Alternative Christmas Ideas

Other sources of information for alter- 9 Amnesty International Christmas T Maireadb6s Christmas S

native Christmas giving: Cards will be available from Do you Ilive far away

9 Buy Nothing Christmas November 22nd. The profit from read your grandkids a bedtime
www.buynothingchristmas.orgs a na- one package buys two stamps for story? What worked for my

tional initiative started by Canadian Men- human rights work. grandma is to record stories onto

nonites cassette tape.

1 Simplify the Holidays a brochure pro- She finds out our favourite books
duced by the Centre for the New Ameri- and reads them to us on tape.
can Dreamwww.newdream.org Itds my favouritel pre



http://www.buynothingchristmas.org/
http://www.newdream.org/
http://www.abaana.org/cmsfiles/images/home/front_image2.jpg
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Kenyan AIDS Orphans Fund

Thanks to your gifts £Z2achary
can now read and write!

Zachary can read and write. He smuggling goods across the Kenyan them 0 Keep on and
puts on a neat uniform, walks in Ugandan border. Emillian is writ- You never had the qualifying mark,
shoes to school from his dormitory ing her grade eight exams as Paul but by Godo6s grace
where he sleeps on a bed with a Festus writes his grade 12. to run in the mara
mattress. Though happy during )

holidays to see his grandmother in I'sabel, currently | Andrew Obara s
the village, he wants ‘ __ head girl of an inter-

national school in

Uganda and aspiring To become part of this amazing in-

to be a lawyer, while vestment in childr
Patricia is a Chef. Not future of Kenya, be a donor. Make

to forget Patrice who your cheque out to Runnymede

is in his last term of United Church, mark it AIDS Or-

an IT course. phans. Contact Robyn,

to go to Nairobi,
where he can eat and
play with other chil-
dren.

Omolo had stopped
going to school. Deb-
ora would most likely )
be a mother now. I, their father, am out robynsalter@hotmail.com.
Paul Festus would be : o 7 there cheering them

doing anything from & ' ~ " onin this a chance of

herding goats to Obara children, Luaryn and Zachary a lifetime, urging
(right), practice their reading & writing.

Your donations sought

Bring Christmas Joy to Shut-Ins

Christmas is fast approaching and loved one, please put a donation of plate no later than Dec 14, 2009.

it is getting close to the time to ) This information will be printed in
decorate the sanctuary for our $15.00 or more in an the bulletin on
wonderful Carols by Candlelight envelope marked Dec 20th
service and then deliver the plants RN EEEREUERY  Christmas can be a lonely o
and cards to our sick and shut -in with your name, time for people who are Your contribution
members. ehnvelope nlmeber, shut-in. You can brighten IS grzztefully appre-

the name of your someoneds wor | JEKSEIELE

To donate a plant as either a gift loved one and place Christmas plant!
to the church or in memory of a it on the offering

Wo u | you be the o6friendl faced now & then?
Each and every Sunday we have the elements for all to partake. roster, as well anyone who would like

eople at the doors to welcome, to serve Communion from time to
greept and seat those who come to Some of those friendly faces are not time.
worship, and we also have folks who here as often as they were due to
are in Memorial Hall serving coffee. poor health, family issues or a new If you are one of these wonderful

job. folks, please contact Lynn at 416 -767-

A few times a year we have Com- 6729 or office@runnymedeunited.or
munion servicgs and there are We are looking for a few people who g °
about 10 people who stand holding would be willing to usher or serve

coffee on Sundays on a rotational

en

(e}
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Saying ofT
Appreci at

When a man comes out of jail he
often has nothing at all to start
again. Through THE BACK PACK
ministry we are able to extend a
helping hand of caring and encour-
agement.

Here are some
from men leaving jail,
whobGve recei
pack with personal

items.

oThanks for helping me
out with some toiletries.
It is much appreciated to
have this stuff before |
eventually get situated
back in

soci gVI%e maréc %lsoutofjail,
everything heﬁg

hank You! O

il on | etters from me
James H. when my life gets back on track, |
. can help someone like myself, be-
ol lost all my bel ocyseitwould mean so much to me

of my arrest in 2007. | was worried
about what | would do to start off
with, and you have made it a lot
easier for me. Thank you very, very,

r e s p o much. Mark V.

I would like to say thank
you for the kindness in
your heart, to be able to
help me get back on my
feet by donating some hy-
giene products. It is very
much appreciated and
words canot
much your thought means

& cosioin here!to me. | hope that one day

BACK PACKS: what to bring in

Toothpaste, toothbrush, dental floss;
Shaving cream;

Razor, extra blades;

Wash cloth, Towel

Shampoo, comb, brush;

Soap, closed soap container,

deodorant;

Thick sports socks
Bell Phone Card

Travelling alarm clock
+ battery;

What wi
Ma 'y

Notebook, pen
Toque, Gloves, Scarf

Small mouth wash

to be able to give back! Once again,
thank you very much, it meant a lot!
Dustin R. Thanx!

Please consider this Advent how
you can participate in this ministry.
Pick a card from the basket in the
welcoming area to bring in some
personal items for White Gift Sun-
day.

MENGS CLOTHI NG i
at Keele Correctional Institute.

e X | Please bring donations of clothing
into the church.

Hand cream, lip balm nail clipper

Backpack (day pack)

e take for granted

b e

need.

S O0Omeon

S

a
o

al so

2 2YSYyQa

Please join us at our monthly meetings
for the women of the church all ages
and stages. Come for friend-

ship and fun. A

>

7:30 pm in Memorial Hall.

&

IV\

CSff26aKAL] DNZ

Contact Pat Ainslie for more informa-
tion

ﬂ pvjainslie@hotmail.com).
o
7

L

Meeting dates are:

December 9
February 17
March 10
April 21
May 19
January 20, ZOJ(d)

2
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THE ENVIRONMENT

Toxics and virgin forest paper prod-
ucts be gone!

The ACTS group are currently mov-
ing their sights beyond the church.
There is now a wide variety of prod-
ucts for both the kitchen and bath-
room that avoid these problems.

A visit to Canadian Tire would be
instructive - several companies have
entered the field of environmentally
friendly products.

A small display of some of these
products was on display in Memorial
Hall after Sunday service for several
weeks. Check your kitchen and
bat hroom

cupboards

supplies.

New from the 686Di

Larger cartridges are now going
with the batteries to the Ingram
Transfer Station.

s -
\ \
11CC
60Deadd6d telephone

off at any Bell Mobility, Rogers or {

Telus stores. The Food Bank does

not accept telephones now.

CHRISTMAS

Dondét all ow the
hope and love become a season of
getting, buying, charging and wor-
rying? The commercialized holiday
season has many hidden financial,
environmental and human costs.

s e a Yhonre Botlidaydsiitnyway , ? -

IS COMING

Available at the back of the church
and downstairs at the Welcome Ta-
ble. Suggested donation $2.

a booklet with ideas for a Christ -
centred holiday, equipping people of
faith to challenge
consumerism, live
justly and celebrate
responsibly. Ideas
on how to celebrate
a truly joyful
Christmas.

Dondt take

out of Christmas!

KYOTO plugopenhagen December 2009

Petitions asking the Canadian Gov-
ernment to set an national target to
cut greenhouse gas emis-
sions have been sent to
the KAIROS office from
the church. To date, 97
people have signed on,
hopefully other petitions
were sent directly.

The champion collector with 17 sig-

natures was Robyn Salter! Runner

— up was Laura Newman.
Check www.kairoscanada.org , Are you thinking about an invest-
choose the 0606 ecomentintheNew Year? Why not con-
climate change &6 sidersocial and/or environmental
down to the 0Ky ocriteriainyourdecision! For more
scroll down to the petition. information:
Sign on. www.socialinvestment.ca

ANNUAL REMINDEETHICAL
INVESTMENTS



http://www.socialinvestment.ca/
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Memorial Hall Washroom Project Update

New washrooms are coming! The

| adi esd washroom
stairs has been converted to a fam-
ily washroom and is functional but
awaiting the installation of a
change table. The new accessible

led us to postpone converting the

u n two washrooms on the north side of

Memor i al Hall to
room until after the 14 t weekend.
By the end of November the whole
project should be essentially com-

and | adies?d
rooms should be func-
tional by November
13t in time for the

craft show and Duel-
ling Divas concert. O —
These will be wonder- | -
ful modern clean fa-

cilities that will serve ~

us well for many
years. Delays from a
plumbing permit and
delivery of some tile

-

.‘j =

_" tion had donated
$10,000. The Trustees

plete and we will have
washrooms we can be
proud of.

The cost of the project
is about $90,000. We
need $30,000 from the
congregation. By No-
vember 2 the congrega-

will match congrega-
tion donations, so if you

give $100, the project gets $200.
You get a tax receipt. People who

t h use washrooms are encouraged

to show leadership in supporting
this important project.  Use the spe-
cial envelopes in the pews or write

OWashroom Pomojae cuios

envelope to make your contribution
to the remaining $20,000.

Don Dewees

Pastoral Care Team Hosts Evening on Depression

The Pastoral Care Team hosted an
evening on depression for the con-
gregation in April with guest
speaker, Randi Fine. She talked to
us about the definition of depres-
sion, the risk factors and treatment
and specifically about elder depres-
sion. It is hard to distinguish be-
tween age-related illness, addiction
and mental health symptoms. And
there are many age -related illnesses

such as
teoporosis, heart attacks, arthritis,
etc.

Randi explained how depression is a
major issue among caregivers, espe-
cially caregivers of people with de-
mentia or mental ilinesses. Preven-
tion and early (and ongoing) inter-
vention can make a huge difference.
Strong community support in com-
bination with medical treatment

Par ki ns on 6 s whenneeded really does work. 80%

of older adults respond to treatment
i twice the rate of young people.

Members of the Pastoral Care Team
are: Jamie McGill, Linda Fischer,
Ann Mowat, Neil Mather, Margot
Hickling, Steve Gard, Donna -Jean
Brown, Brenda Lien, Jan Killey.

Coordinators: Rev. Dr. Lillian
Perigoe, Janis Traquair

Faith LiftV - A Day for Christian Women

When: Saturday, February 6, 2010
Where: Runnymede United Church

Speaker: Moira Brown
of 100 Huntley Street

Fee:$30 advance ($35 at the door)
Subsidies available (please donate
towards subsidies if you can)

To Register, contact:

Janis Traquair (janis@trag.ca)
416-762-9704 or

Lynn Marentette in the church of-
fice at 416-767-6729
office@runnymedeunited.org

ito
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Runnymede Youth

The Runnymede Youth have done a
number of amazing things together
already since | began as your new
Youth Leader. In October, we have
focussed on community building.
For our official launch called

OWor ship on
Wheel s, 6 we
bike riding to High

Park, where we

had fun, prayed

and read Scripture.

we nt

Ouir first social
event was held on
October 30t from 7
-9pm, with a mix-
ture of structured
games, free time,

socializing, fun and food. We will
normally have our social events on
the last Friday evening of the
month.

Also in October, the girls got to-
gether to learn how
to make jewellery.
They learned how
to make beaded
bookmarks, neck-
laces and bracelets,
some of which were
sold at the youth
table at the craft
show.

We have a lot of exciting events to
look forward to in the upcoming
months. In November, we will be

going to the Lien
Church, 6 and we w
early Christians

homes. In December, many of the
youth will be participating in the
pageant, and our social event will
be a skating party.

For more information, please con-
tact Louise Granahan at Runny-
medeyouth@gmail.com

Blessings, Louise

0
i
d

Your Stewardship Gives Life at Runnymede

Stewardship Committee

: Paul Stenton, David Whitfield and Roy Fischer

oLi fed at Runny me de mibigrg snmakgronps forradult
what we give and s o spRtuahgropntime de 6 s
financial outlook depends on you! o
You ogive lifeé thr Qq}r%aﬁh_: Many outreach initia-

Worship: Two Sunday services,
wonderful music, two ministers to

l ead us spiritual
healing services.

Christian Development:
and active

A large

Sundayds

tives such as the community meal.

Pastoral Care and Welcoming:

Iy
congregation who are ill, shut -ins or
in need. Welcoming newcomers to

our faith community.
Cool, youth

Carisgéonanavisiing membearswof ¢ e s

Property and Maintenance: The
upkeep and operation of the Church
building, including our beautiful
sanctuary, makes possible the core
functions of the congregation.

Please return your 2010 Commit-
ment Card today. If you did not re-
ceive a Stewardship package, call
the church office. To plan the
budget for 2010 we need to know
your offering intentions.

Volunteers needed for Sunday's Cool !

Right now there is still a
need for teachers and
helpers (shepherds) at
all levels, Babyfold to
Senior Youth. We wel-
come moms, dads, non-
parents and responsible
teens.

Particular

needs: three people
to lead or help

in Preschool, people
to lead the Grade 3/4
or the Grade 5 group
in one of several
types of workshops.

We ask volunteers to commit to once
a month till June.

If you can help please contact Katrina
at katrina.hall@sympatico.ca



mailto:Runnymedeyouth@gmail.com
mailto:Runnymedeyouth@gmail.com
mailto:katrina.hall@sympatico.ca

