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• 4DEs Es anotDer IEffEcult 'assage ODere Pesus Es teacDEng a ODole neO anI IEfferent OaQ of 

goEng about lEfeR S Pesus turns all our eT'ectatEons on tDeEr DeaI? so 'ut on Qour Delmets! 4De 
IEscE'les Dave been arguEng about ODo Es tDe greatestR  Pesus tells tDem a lEttle cDElI Es tDe 
greatestR 

 
• /n toIaQ5s scrE'ture# tDe IEscE'les tDEn; tDeQ are greater tDan an eTorcEst# ODo Es not one of tDe 

tOelveR  Pesus refers to DEm as a lEttle one En tDe faEtD# so tDe lesson toIaQ focuses on ODat our 
attEtuIe sDoulI be to tDose ODom Oe regarI as Qounger# Oea;er En tDe faEtDR 
 

• Wlease Ion5t ta;e Pesus OorIs lEterallQ En tDEs reaIEng ODere De urges self mutElatEonR  HebreO 
alOaQs 'refers to s'ea; concretelQ ratDer tDan abstractlQR  Pesus Es s'ea;Eng meta'DorEcallQR 

 
• 4oIaQ5s reaIEng closes OEtD a lot of references to saltR  Xee'Eng our saltEness# beEng salteI OEtD 

fEreR Salt Es a common Emage for IEscE'lesDE'? for tDat YualEtQ of CDrEstEan lEvEng tDat seasons# 
Das an Em'act on tDe OorlI arounI usR 6nI so Oe are to ;ee' our saltEness# our faEtDfulnessR 
 

• .salteI OEtD fEre9 Es a lEttle DarIer to Ora' our mEnIs arounIR  /t 'robablQ embraces tDe otDer 
use for salt ODEcD Es to cleanse# to Deal# anI fEre Es an Emage tDat evo;es tDe HolQ S'ErEtR   So Oe 
Dave an Emage Dere of tDe HolQ S'ErEt cleansEng us# reneOEng us so tDat Oe can be salteI# so 
Oe can Dave an Em'act on tDe OorlIR 
 

• Zet us consEIer for a moment tDose 'laces En our lEves tDat 088D cleansEng anI reneOEng# anI 
let us o'en our mEnIs# our Dearts# to receEve Ento tDose 'laces tDe [orI of \oI accorIEng to 
tDe gos'el of 7ar; "<=>?@!R 
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Zast ]rEIaQ evenEng / Oas rusDEng tDrougD tDe C;ranEan ]estEval croOI to get to a IEnner engagement# 

ODen suIIenlQ / stumbleI anI fell DeaIlong onto tDe sEIeOal;R 
 
/f tDat5s ever Da''eneI to Qou# Qou5ll ;noO tDe ;EnI of stEllness tDEs generates En a croOI a ;EnI of 

uncertaEntQ# a IEstancEng# ? SDoulI tDeQ get EnvolveI^SODat DaI maIe me fall# out of tDe blue lE;e 
tDat? Oas Et IrEn;^ 0ot Ef Qou ;noO meR 

 
6nI no# Et Oas not an uneaten 'erogEe tDat / slE''eI on? / _ust IEIn5t 'Ec; u' mQ feet DEgD enougD# anI 

ODom'# tDere / Oas# at tDe feet of ODat a''eareI# from ODere / Oas# to be a  verQ large man# He 
Oas ;EnI# tDougDR  6s;eI Ef / Oas alrEgDt# lEfteI me u' anI 'laceI me on mQ feet as Ef / Oere a small 
cDElI# ODEcD Es DoO / feltR 

 
0o one Oants to stumble 'ublEclQ# anI tDe IEscE'les En toIaQ5s scrE'ture Dave stumbleIR 
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[Dat ma;es Et Oorse# Es tDat tDeQ actuallQ belEeve tDeQ5ve Ione sometDEng gooIR 4DeQ re'ort to Pesus 
DoO tDeQ trEeI to sto' a man ODo DaI been DealEng En CDrEst5s nameR 

 
[DQ IEI tDeQ trQ to sto' DEm^? Oell# De Oasn5t one of tDe tOelveR  [as Et a ;EnI of YualEtQ control 

measure? self 'rotectEon of some ;EnI^  He Oasn5t one of tDemR  /f De IEI sometDEng untoOarI# 
usEng CDrEst5s name# Et mEgDt reflect bac; on 4H87# 'erDa'sR  HoO can tDe Enfant cDurcD groO anI 
tDrEve unless Oe eTercEse some control!RRRRRR6t anQ rate tDeQ eT'ect Pesus OEll be 'leaseI OEtD 
tDeEr IElEgenceR 

 
`ut De5s notR  He saQs anQone ODo uses mQ name# OEll not be able to s'ea; Ell of me? De5s not an 

enemQ? De5s someone ODo5s o'enEng tDe Ioor to faEtD# a lEttle one on tDe 'atDOaQ to faEtDR   
 
HoO Iare Qou# Pesus saQs# 'ut a stumblEng bloc; En DEs OaQR  Pesus Es reallQ angrQ? De uses tDe strongest 

language Dere? Et OoulI be better# De saQs# to be forcEblQ IroOneI tDan to Io ODat Qou Dave 
Ione aoucDb?  

 
4De message Es clear<  4De tOelve Dave _uIgeI anotDer to be unOortDQ of usEng CDrEst5s name# tDeQ5ve 

causeI someone to stumble ODen tDeQ sDoulI Dave been tDe ones to lEft tDat 'erson u'R  6nI so# 
tDeQ Dave tDemselves stumbleI anI fallen DeaIlongR 

 
HoO DarI for tDem to gras' Pesus5 vEsEon# Pesus entErelQ neO OaQ of loo;Eng at tDe OorlIR  /t Das been 

saEI tDat tDere are tOo ;EnIs of 'eo'le En tDe OorlI< tDose ODo belEeve tDat tDere tOo ;EnIs of 
'eo'le En tDe OorlI# anI tDose ODo Ion5tR   

 
Pesus Es 'art of tDe latter grou'R  Pesus sEm'lQ sees 'eo'le# OEtD no IEstEnctEonsR 6ll are maIe out of 

IustR  6ll return to IustR 6ll are breatDeI tDrougD OEtD tDe breatD of \oIR  One 'eo'le# one 
OorlIR 

 
/t5s DarI for us to gras' tDEs vEsEonR  8verQtDEng Oe5ve learneI from ;EnIergarten on Das taugDt us to 

IEstEnguEsD anI to se'arate# to EIentEfQ ODat belongs togetDer anI ODat Ioes not belongR  Our 
tDEn;Eng Es bEnarQ< Oe get clarEtQ as Oe IEstEnguEsD one EIea from anotDerR  8verQtDEng Oe5ve 
learneI leaIs us to _uIge anI to se'arateR 

 
/5m remEnIeI of a storQ tDat / sDareI OEtD Qou once beforeR  /t5s a storQ tDat some ZEtDuanEan man 

'robablQ stEll recounts toIaQ as De sDares a beer OEtD DEs frEenIs# tDe IaQ De5s out En tDe forest 
anI neeIs a rEIeR  6 car IraOs u'# tDe IrEver Oaves DEm overR  4DEs Es DEs luc;Q IaQ!? 

 
4De IrEver rolls IoOn DEs OEnIoO # saQs sometDEng En 8nglEsD? but De can5t unIerstanI# so De _ust 

o'ens tDe bac; Ioor anI starts to clEmb EnR  4De IrEver starts sDoutEng anI QellEng .0o# 0oR9 4DEs 
De unIerstanIsRRR 

 
`ut rEgDt tDen tDe IrEver slams DEs foot on tDe gas# .anI tDere / am9# De5I saQ# .# one foot En tDe car# 

clEngEng on to tDe roof for Iear lEfe# tDe car Es sOervEng cracElQ from one sEIe of tDe roaI to tDe 
otDerR  

 
./ someDoO manage to Daul mQself Ento tDe car# / sDut tDe Ioor# mQ Deart Es beatEng lE;e cracQR  6nI 

tDen tDEs maIman slams on tDe bra;es anI ;ee's QellEng sometDEng at meR  6nI tDe Oomen are 
tal;Eng to DEm En loO voEcesR  
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0oO / unIerstanI# tDEs man Es cracQ anI /5ve Ione sometDEng to set DEm offR  / o'en tDe Ioor anI _um' 

out? /5m terrEfEeI De5ll come after me# so / bac; aOaQ sloOlQ ?/ sDoO DEm OEtD mQ DanIs tDat / 
mean no DarmR  /f / belEeveI En \oI / OoulI tDan; \oI anI everQ angel En Deaven for gettEng me 
aOaQ from tDat lunatEc alEveR9 

 
/ ;noO tDe storQ because / Oas one of tDe Oomen En tDe car anI tDe IrEver Oas mQ brotDer? not 

eTactlQ a lunatEc# _ust someone ODo Das lEveI En SoutD 6frEca anI Das 'ersonallQ on se'arate 
occasEons been ;EIna''eI# robbeI# muggeI# anI DE_ac;eIR 

 
/n SoutD 6frEca# Ef a stranger gets Ento Qour car Et5s En orIer to sDoot Qou anI to ta;e Qour carR  So# mQ 

brotDer IEI ODat De DaI to Io to .sDa;e tDe assaElantR9  He DaI of course mEsreaI tDEs 'artEcular 
sEtuatEonR 4De fear tDat rose En DEm blEnIeI DEm as to DoO benEgn tDEs stranger reallQ OasR 

 
[Dat Es Et En us tDat causes us to trQ to sDa;e off otDer 'eo'le# tDat causes us to se'arate ourselves 

from tDem^ 4Dat causes us to _uIge otDers falselQ S or to _uIge tDem at all? sometDEng Pesus 
Oarns us not to IoR 

 
Do O stumble over IEfferences of race^ or genIer^ or seTual orEentatEon^ or relEgEon^ Or age^ Or 

u'brEngEng^  4Dere Es En Pesus5 OorIs toIaQ a raIEcal call to acce'tance anI EnclusEon of all 'eo'leR  
6 call to recognEse tDat tDe DolQ s'ErEt Es Oor;Eng not onlQ En anI tDrougD us anI our ;EnI# but 
tDrougD otDers tooR 

 
Our CnEteI CDurcD creeI Ieclares# Oe belEeve En \oI ODo Oor;s En us 60D O4H83S bQ tDe S'ErEtR a3b 
 
/n toIaQ5s scrE'ture# Pesus conIemns tDe actEon of cuttEng off anotDer# _uIgEng anotDer ODo mEnEster5s 

En CDrEst5s nameR  He calls us beQonI our bEnarQ tDEn;Eng# beQonI our .tDEs anI tDat9 tDEn;Engd 
beQonI our .us anI tDem9 tDEn;EngR  .`e at 'eace OEtD one anotDer9# Pesus saQsR 

 
HoO sDall Oe be at 'eace^  [ell# tDere Es sometDEng En us tDat Es tDe cause of our _uIgEng# eTcluIEng 

anI se'aratEng# anI ODatever Et@ Es# Pesus saQs# am'utate EtR /t maQ feel lE;e Oe cannot functEon 
OEtDout Et# because Oe5re so useI to Et# but Pesus saQs Oe5ll Io ourselves less Darm bQ am'utatEng 
Et tDan bQ DolIEng onto EtR 

 
4o go bac; to tDat omEnous IaQ En ZEtDuanEa# EronEcallQ# our IestEnatEon Oas actuallQ an unIergrounI 

nuclear mEssEle launcD 'aI# left beDEnI bQ tDe SovEets# OEtD mEssEles stEll aEmeI at tDe [estR   
 
/t Oas surrounIeI bQ a DEgD barbeI OEre fence OEtD sEgnage OarnEng tDat tDe area Oas raIEoactEve anI 

tDat Oe entereI at our oOn rEs;!   
 
0oO /5m not one for eT'osEng mQself IelEberatelQ to raIEatEonR  / resEst even Iental e raQs Ef / can# but / 

Dave to saQ tDat of tDe =! or so 'eo'le gatDereI for tDe tour# not one of us DeeIeI tDe sEgnsR  
[oulI Qou^ 

 
Des'Ete our 'ersonal rec;lessness# tDere5s a 'art of me tDat saQs .OEse 'eo'le En autDorEtQ sDoulI not 

alloO a Iangerous# toTEc structure to be o'en to tDe 'ublEc^  [DQ tDen Ioes Et remaEn as a tourEst 
attractEon^ 
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/t Es of course a moneQ ma;er# anI ZEtDuanEa5s DorrEblQ 'oor# but tDeQ ;ee' Et# most lE;elQ# because Et5s 
a monument to tDeEr 'astR  /t5s 'art of tDeEr DEstorQ# 'art of ODo tDeQ areR  6nI so tDeQ Egnore Et5s 
toTEcEtQR 

 
[e all DolI onto monuments to our 'ast?  some of our Douses are cluttereI OEtD stuff Oe can5t get rEI 

of# because of tDe emotEonal connectEons to our 'ersonal DEstorEesd anI our mEnIs are also 
cluttereI OEtD memorEes# emotEons# attEtuIes tDat Oe can5t let go ofR  

 
Some of ODat Oe DolI onto Es toTEc# but Oe clEng to EtR  /t5s our DEstorQR /t tells us ODo Oe areR S  
 
[Do OoulI Oe be# Ef Oe let go of our lEttle gruIges^ Or \oI forbEI# tDe bEg ones^  /f Oe let go of tDe 

En_ustEces tDat Dave been Ione to us? tDat colour tDe OaQ Oe see otDers^  [Do OoulI Oe be Ef Oe 
let go of our _uIgments of otDers^  Zet go of our oOn fear# our envQ# our 'rEIe^ 

 
Do tDese cause us to sEn# to fall sDort of Pesus vEsEon of one 'eo'le# one OorlI^  Do tDeQ cause us to 

eTcluIe 'eo'le from our mEIst^  Do Oe _uIge anI IEsem'oOer otDers because of tDe toTEc stuff 
EnsEIe of us^  4Den Oe must get rEI of ODat Es toTEc# Pesus saQsR   

 
[e5re to loo; to our oOn saltEness# our oOn faEtDfulness# Pesus saQs# anI not OorrQ about cleansEng 

otDersR  /t5s a IEffEcult roaI Oe5re calleI to Oal;R  6nI Oe all stumble on tDEs 'atDOaQR 
 
`ut Ef# ODen Oe stumble# Oe fall at \oI5s feet# so to s'ea;# Ef Oe come to \oI En DumElEtQ# \oI5s DanI 

OEll lEft us u'# as a beloveI lEttle one# anI set our feet on rEgDt 'atDsR  /n \oI5s eQes Oe are all 
lEttle ones# on tDe 'atDOaQ to faEtD# anI tDrougD \oI5s 'oOer# Oe can fEnI tDe means to be at 
'eace OEtD one anotDerR 

 
[e fEnI our Do'e En Pesus 'romEse<  tDat Oe OEll all be salteI OEtD fEreR 4Dat tDrougD a 'oOer greater 

tDan ourselves Oe can anI OEll be cleanseI# 'urgeI# reneOeI# DealeIR 
 
\oI Es OaEtEng# longEng to 'our \oI5s S'ErEt Ento us# to salt us OEtD fEre# to cleanse us# reneO us# to 

ma;e us usefulR  \oI longs to gEve to eacD of us ODat Oe neeI to be at 'eace OEtD one anotDer# 
to 'our Ento us tDe grace anI acce'tance# tDose YualEtEes of Pesus CDrEst# tDrougD ODEcD tDe love 
of \oI Es maIe ;noOnRR 

 
[Den Oe are .salteI9 En tDEs OaQ# ODen Oe IEs'laQ CDrEst lE;e YualEtEes of grace# EnclusEon# Oelcome# 

otDers OEll eT'erEence tDrougD us tDat Enner eT'ansEveness tDat Es tDe ;noOleIge anI love of 
\oIR 

 
4DEs Es our callEng as CDrEstEans# to loo; to our oOn saltEness# our oOn faEtDfulness#  anI be at 'eace 

OEtD one anotDer# so tDat \oI5s love maQ be ;noOn bQ allR 
 
4o \oI be all tDe 'raEse tDe Donour anI tDe glorQ# 6menR 
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